
Please note that 
students are 
permitted to 

appropriately use 
their cell phone 

before school (prior 
to 8:17am) and after 

school  
(after 3:17pm) within 
the school building. 

During the school day 
all student cell 
phones must be 
turned off  and 

securely stored in 
their  

own lockers.   

THE MIDDLE VIEW 

Dear Parents, 

I hope you had a wonderful holiday season. The start of 
the New Year provides us with an opportunity to refocus 
our school on what’s really important; ensuring both aca-
demic excellence and the social-emotional health of our 
children. We need to not only focus on building academic 
strength, but also strength of character.  We try our very 
best to ensure that a single day doesn’t go by in our 
school without purposeful integration of social-emotional 
learning within our courses’ curriculum, co-curricular and 
extracurricular activities. We create ongoing opportunities 
for all our students to build contacts and friendships with 
all types of children. Our students visit nursing homes 
and attend special assemblies which address issues of 
tolerance for all disabilities, races, ethnicities and cul-
tures. Our daily Home Base program addresses building 
core character values such as respect, caring, tolerance, 
and responsibility for self, school, community, the nation 
and the world. 
  
At times I am asked why we so often have these special 
activities. We do understand that having food drives and 
charitable events several times throughout the year can 
be onerous. But, we need to recognize that isolated 
events cannot build character. For example, a special 
anti-bullying assembly without follow-up, regardless of 
the emotional reaction at that time, cannot bring transfor-
mational change. A child’s character can only build when 
it is regularly nurtured; when the child has ongoing oppor-
tunities to do acts of kindness and acts of selflessness. 
  
Our families and school compete with the media’s mes-
sage of self-obsession and instant gratification. We need 
to counter this harmful message by providing ongoing 
opportunities for students to experience the joy of giving, 
reaching out to help others and of making a real differ-
ence. Then, Plutarch’s words will ring true -- the habit of 
doing good deeds will grow into good character.  What a 
wonderful message for the New Year to share with our 
children. 
  
Best wishes, 
Peter Osroff  
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January 4th 

7th/8th Grade  

Recreation Night  

7:00-9:00pm     
 

 

 

January 9th 

9:30 am PTA meeting 

 

 

January 11th 

6th Grade  

Recreation Night  

7:00-9:00pm     

 

January 14th—18th 

6th/7th/8th Grade 

NYS ELA Exams  

 

January 21st 

Martin Luther King 

Day 

School Closed  

 

January 22nd 

Board of Education 

Meeting 

8:15 pm 

 

  

Character is simply habit long enough continued Character is simply habit long enough continued Character is simply habit long enough continued Character is simply habit long enough continued ––––    

PlutarchPlutarchPlutarchPlutarch 

http://middleschool.gardencity.k12.ny.us 

Principal’s MessagePrincipal’s MessagePrincipal’s MessagePrincipal’s Message    
 

January 8thJanuary 8thJanuary 8thJanuary 8th    

High School High School High School High School 

Open HouseOpen HouseOpen HouseOpen House    

 for parents of  for parents of  for parents of  for parents of 

students entering students entering students entering students entering 

grade 9 in grade 9 in grade 9 in grade 9 in     

September at theSeptember at theSeptember at theSeptember at the    

High SchoolHigh SchoolHigh SchoolHigh School    

8:30 a.m.8:30 a.m.8:30 a.m.8:30 a.m.    

9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.9:30 a.m.    

10:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m.     

CALENDAR 

 

January 22nd—25th 

   Midterm Exams 



Parents Helping Students Learn Social Studies 

(Excerpted from http://www.michigan.gov/documents/

Parents_Helping_Students_12344_7.pdf) 

 

We know that student achievement in social studies improves when students apply 

what they learn in school to real life situations. You have opportunities each day to encour-

age your child to apply the ideas and concepts learned in social studies at home. When we 

use ideas, we make them real. Your home is an exciting laboratory for applying social studies 

knowledge.  

The goal of social studies is to create responsible citizens. Responsible citizens use 

knowledge from history, geography, economics and government; thinking skills; and a com-

mitment to democratic values to make informed decisions. The social studies curriculum en-

courages students to actively participate in their community.  

Many parents are already doing a variety of things that connect what students learn 

in social studies with their daily lives. Every time you make a connection between the world 

at home and an idea learned at school you are contributing to your child’s success.  

This year your child’s teacher will be teaching many concepts related to history, ge-

ography, economics and government. Parents do not have to be experts in these subjects to 

help children.  

Below are a few ideas of how you can reinforce social studies skills and concepts at 

home.  You know best what you and your child will enjoy. Remember the most important 

thing you can do to help your child become a life long learner is to encourage him/her to be 

observant and ask the question “why?” Have fun!  

General  

• If you have subscriptions to news magazines, a daily paper or specialty magazines like 

National Geographic or the Smithsonian, choose one article to read together and discuss. 

• Choose books that have social studies themes to read aloud to your child. Middle school 

age students benefit from reading role models who help strengthen comprehension and read-

ing skills. 

History  

• Visit historic sites and museums in your community and on family trips; get on their 

mailing lists so that you are aware of special programs and events. 



Observe and question things in your environment like: How did your street get its name? 

How were other streets in your city named? 
 

Geography  

• Car talk…they are a captive audience. When you are in the car, ask questions about the 

commercial vehicles on the road. What is that truck carrying? Where is that truck from? Who 

will use what is in that truck? (This can reinforce the idea of global interdependence.) 

• Have your child map out the route to your destination. Have your child be the navigator 

the next time you go for a drive. Plot your family vacation or trip on a map. 

When referring to the location of a friend’s home, a business or gas station, locate it using the 

words north, south, east, and west. “We are visiting Angela.  She lives on the south side of 

Elm Street.” 
 

Government  

• Discuss community issues at home. Ask your child to tell what their opinion is on the 

issue. Allow your child to speak first. Ask them to tell why they think that way. 

• Watch the TV news together and talk about the stories presented. 

• Identify the core democratic values when they are part of a story in the news: life, liberty, 

pursuit of happiness, rule of law, free speech, freedom of religion, common good, justice, 

equality, diversity and popular sovereignty. 

• When at a store or restaurant, show the receipt to your child. Show them where the tax is 

added. Discuss the ways that the local community, state and national governments use taxes. 

• Use the name of our governor, president, senators and representatives so that your child 

will learn them. 

• Vote and tell your child when you are going to do it. 

• Engage in a community service project with your child. 

Economics  

How do bills get paid in your family? Do you pay your bills in person, use checks, or have 

them paid directly by your bank. If you feel comfortable show your child what a bill looks 

like and discuss what it pays. What services do you pay for monthly? 
 

 Job Interviews 
 Mrs. Bozzi-Beovich's seventh grade students experienced job interviews in the classroom last 
week as a culmination of the career unit.  Parents and staff interviewed them for a job of their choos-
ing.  Thanks to a large turnout by parents, each student had a chance to be interviewed. All agreed it 
was a very worthwhile learning experience.  Students actually enjoyed getting dressed up for the occa-
sion.  Many thanks to all who helped interview. 



8th Grade Social Studies 
 

The 8th grade teachers are working to enhance their students’ understanding of the major themes in US 

history and how they relate to today’s world. 

 

In Ms. Costigan’s class, students participated in a “Westward Expansion Museum” project.  Working in 

groups, students were asked to answer a series of pivotal questions and to bring in artifacts that reflected 

life during the mid-1800s.  Students were asked to consider the extent to which westward expansion 

resulted in progress for all Americans. 

 

The museum showcased the students’ understanding of the issues related to Westward Expansion in a 

creative and thought-provoking project.  Some students even came in costumes true to the time period! 
 

 

 Herodotus Society 
 

The Herodotus Society, history club, 

would like to thank club member Julia 

Cupolo and Girl Scout Troop #1437 for 

making Christmas stockings for us to 

include in our gift donation for the 

Northport Veteran's Hospital.  They will 

be given out on Christmas Eve.  

  

 Jennifer Rumbelow 

TV Studio Club  

A new club activity has taken place at the Garden City 

Middle School: 
  The TV Studio Club, under the advisement of 

Mr. Victor Lee has finally hit the 
airwaves (via the school website) with their weekly 

broadcast of "GCMS NEWS" 
  About 12 students have signed up to become 

involved with the TV Studio Club. 
Meeting daily from 7:30 - 8:15 AM, these students 

have been honing their writing and  
interviewing skills to become reporters and anchors 

for the newscast. 
  Students also learn about the behind-the-

scenes roles needed in putting on 
a newscast such as - camera operator, floor manager 

and director. 
  The GCMS News airs each week, usually on 

Friday (unless the school week ends earlier),during 

the home base periods.  There is a link provided on 

the school's website which allows access to the news-
cast.  Each week an updated and current newscast 

gets posted to the school webpage. 
  Please support this new club by "tuning" in to 

watch the latest news from Garden City Middle 

School!! 

A Day in the Life of a Soldier 

Team 8c organized a special assembly 

for their team of students on November 

8, 2007.  Master Sargeant Dupont 

(resident of Garden City) presented a 

slide show about the Reconstruction of 

Iraq.  As a follow-up activity, the stu-

dents wrote an intergrated writing piece 

for both English and Social Studies.  

The essay allowed students to compare 

and contrast the Reconstruction of the 

South after the Civil War to the Recon-

struction of Iraq.  



On November 7, The Honorable Kathleen Rice, District Attorney of Nassau County 

spoke to the seventh grade about her career. This was a result of a Home and Careers 

project in which students interviewed adults with interesting jobs.  Ms. Rice's niece, Mary 

Glenn is in Mrs. Bozzi-Beovich's class and interviewed her aunt.  Ms. Rice spoke about 

what it means to be a district attorney, and many of the jobs she had leading to this posi-

tion.  She encouraged students to work hard, study, go to college and to break mental 

barriers limiting themselves based on gender, age or any other limiting factors.   Students 

were able to ask questions and learn about  tough cases she has prosecuted.  We are all 

grateful Ms. Rice took the time to speak with us 

Congratulations!! 
 The holiday season is often a time of thoughtful remembrance.  

As many of you are aware, the American Cancer Society holiday card 

has been a long-standing Garden City tradition. It is a way to send a 

holiday greeting to friends, family and neighbors while making a differ-

ence in the fight against cancer. 

 This year, the Middle School is happy to announce the Alena 

Sceusa, grade 6, had her design chosen for the American Cancer Soci-

ety (Garden City Unit) holiday card.  Congratulations on a job well 



News of the Math Olympiads for Elementary & Middle Schools 
 

 

On Tuesday, November 20, 2007, 6th Grade Math Olympians competed in their first meet 

of the year.  This is the eighth year we have entered two teams of 35 students each.  Our 

school score for this meet (total of the top 10) was 42 out of a possible 50.  This is a 

really good beginning! 

 

   Here are the results of the top scorers: 

 

Name  Teacher Score 

Kathleen Demaria Andrews 5 

Matt Greene Drogin 5 

Hannah Eilbeck Andrews 4 

Daniel Fortino Andrews 4 

Caitlin Gallant Andrews 4 

Kaitlyn Gorman Giangrande 4 

Michael Holland Drogin 4 

Tim McDonagh Drogin 4 

Katherine McGannon Nardone 4 

Desmond O’Malley Drogin 4 

Katie O’Neill Andrews 4 

Jon Toto Orrego 4 

Sara Tudisco Giangrande 4 

 

 

 Students from Garden City Middle School's Anti-Bullying Club (ABC) 
sponsored a bake sale on December 6th to help support Tom Ryder's pla-
toon in Iraq.  Members of ABC, along with students from Ms. Greenwald’s 
and Mrs. Egan's classes baked goodies for this one day event.  The club 
was proud to announce that they broke last year's bake sale record of 
$220 by earning a total of $621.  ABC would like to thank all of the students 
and faculty members in GCMS who donated money, bought goodies, or 
spent their time baking.  The club is still looking for new members.  They 
meet every Monday after school in room 151.  Please see Ms. Greenwald for 
more information. 

Giving at it's Best! 



German Club Activities—2007-2008 

 
 If numbers are any indication of success, the Middle School German Club is thriving!  The 

bi-monthly “breakfast meetings” traditionally draw between thirty and forty students from grades 

six through eight.  Led by Co-presidents Richie DeMarco and Will Clarke and Social Directors 

Helen Minett and Sarah Odell, club activities include peer tutoring, competing in German language 

games (including several forms of “Smart Board Jeopardy” created by the presidents), making 

holiday crafts, and planning trips. 

 

The club has already taken three of the trips planned for this school year.  In September, 

German language students marched up Fifth Avenue in New York City in the Fiftieth Annual Ger-

man-American Steuben Parade.  In honor of this special anniversary, Former Secretary of State Dr. 

Henry Kissinger acted as Grand Marshall.  Dr. Kissinger is the highest ranking German-born poli-

tician in the United States.  Other honored guests included Ambassador of the Federal Republic of 

Germany Dr. Klaus Scharioth, Consul General Dr. Hans-Jurgen Heimsoeth, and New York State 

Supreme Court Justice Ute Wolff Lally. 

 

On October 5, eighth grade club members participated in a flag raising ceremony in 

Mineola celebrating German-American Friendship Week.  The students were presented to New 

York Supreme Court Judge Ute Lally, Consul General Heimsoeth, and Mr. Tim Driscoll, Chief of 

Staff for the County Executive.  Club officers made brief speeches and each student was greeted 

individually by the Consul General. 

 

The holiday season was launched with a trip to Bethlehem, Pennsylvania on December 8, to 

tour its historic area and to experience a Christkindlmarkt.  The city of Bethlehem was settled by 

German Moravians in the early eighteenth century, and was given its name on Christmas Eve 1741, 

by Lutheran minister Ludwig von Zinzendorf.  Some of the historic buildings students visited were 

the Gemeinhaus or community house, the Sisters’ House (for single women,) the Central Moravian 

Church, and the Moravian Bookstore.  The Christkindlmarkt or Christmas market, modeled after 

those in Germany, Austria, and Switzerland, is made up of small booths selling crafts, holiday or-

naments, and traditional foods.  In Europe, the Christkindlmarkt is located in the center of each 

town from December 1 to Christmas Eve.  In Bethlehem, it is found inside two enormous heated 

tents during the same period.  Two special features this year were live choral performances of holi-

day music, and a liquid fireworks water show. 

 

At their December 14 meeting, club members practiced another holiday tradition.  They 

made marzipan candies.  Marzipan, or almond paste, is found on every Bunter Teller (plate of 

sweets) in Germany, along with cookies and Stollen.  For the process here at the middle school, our 

students wore sterile gloves and rolled out the paste on parchment paper.  They then mixed food 

coloring and added it to the marzipan before shaping it into fruit or animals.  (Pigs are a good luck 

symbol!)  Their creations were then (hopefully) added to a cookie plate in their own home. 

  

 Club activities will continue into the new year.  In January, German students plan to attend 

the opera “Hansel und Gretel” at the Metropolitan Opera House.  This is a new production of the 

classic Grimm fairy tale, set against the beautiful music of Engelbert Humperdinck.  The “dress-

up” evening will begin with dinner in the Lincoln Center area. 



Art Club  

 

In Art Club this month seventh 
and eighth grade students were 
introduced to three-
dimensional sculpting tech-
niques as well as the creative 
properties and magic of clay! 
Students started sculpting their 
very own small scale self-
portrait busts using clay that 
will later be bisque fired and 
glazed. The finished results will 
be quite amazing! 
  

Ms. Rousku 
Art Club Advisor 
Tuesdays 3:30 – 4:30 pm 

      Room 246 

Tubachristmas News 
 

     On December 10th, Garden City 

Middle School Band Directors Ms. 

Jennifer Iovino and Mrs. Martha 

Boonshaft led 22 student tuba and 

baritone players and their parents to 

the 34th annual Rockefeller Center 

TUBACHRISTMAS. This unique holi-

day extravaganza features the melodic 

voices of the low end of musical spec-

trum which are normally relegated to 

the bass line. 

  

The first TUBACHRISTMAS was con-

ducted by the late Paul Lavalle in 

New York City's Rockefeller Plaza 

Ice Rink on Sunday, December 22, 

1974. Traditional Christmas music 

performed at the first TUBACHRIST-

MAS was arranged by American com-

poser Alec Wilder. 

  

TUBACHRISTMAS takes place every 

year providing holiday shoppers and 

tourists with a beautiful concert from 

the ice of Rockefeller Center. With 

450 tuba and euphonium players, age 

9 to 73 years old, coming from as far 

away as Texas and Maine, this year’s 

event boasted a record number of par-

ticipants. Garden City Middle School 

Brass players have proudly partici-

pated for the past five years.   

Herodotus Society 

The Herodotus Society, our school history 

club, collected personal items to send to 

the Northport Veteran's Hospital.  We 

packed over twelve boxes of gifts.  A 

large collection was also made by Garden 

City Cub Scout Pack #55 to add to our 

donation. Putting together gift packages 

has become one of our yearly events to 

support our veterans with help from The 

Marine Corps League, Sunrise Detach-

ment who picks them up for us and deliv-

ers them to the hospital.   

 

Best Wishes for A Happy & Best Wishes for A Happy & Best Wishes for A Happy & Best Wishes for A Happy & 
Healthy 2008!Healthy 2008!Healthy 2008!Healthy 2008!    


